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ONE DAY, KING SHANTANU OF HASTINAPURA, WHOSE FAVOURITE 
PASTIME WAS HUNTING, WAS WALKING ALONG THE BANKS OF THE 
RIVER GANGA IN SEARCH OF DEER AND BISON 


SUDDENLY A BEAUTIFUL MAIDEN APPEARED IN FRONT OF ММ. 


O DIVINE 
MAIDEN! WHOEVER 
YOU MAY BE AND 
: х WHEREVER YOU MAY 
ЗАД COME FROM, | WANT 
/ ТО ह, YOU. 
O KING | SHALL 4 
< - WILLINGLY BECOME YOUR " 
29 WIFE.BUT ON NO ACOUNT 
Sd MUST YOU ASK WHO (АМ 
ह OR WHY LDO WHAT I DO.. 


ЕК 


AND YOU MUST 
NEVER SPEAK AN 
UNKIND WORD ТО 

ME. THE MOMENT 
YOU DO EITHER, 
(SHALL 
LEAVE ४०५ 
FOREVER. 


BUT HIS WIFE BEHAVED STRANGELY 
FOR A WOMAN. EACH TIME A 
CHILD WAS BORN TO HER, 

SHE DROWNED (7. 


THIS (5 
FOR YOUR 


ZG SADDENS МЕ 70 
SEE EACH CHILD OF 
MINE KILLED. VET क ү 
/ DARE NOT QUESTION AT | 
Mv BELOVED WEE TEN 
LEST / LOSE HER 
ALTOGETHER. 


HOWEVER WHEN THE EIGHTH CHILO WAS BORN — 


STOP WHO ARE YOU? 


| 


О WICKED WOMAN, HOW - > ey 
CAN YOU MURDER Р 
YOUR OWN 

CHILDREN P 


ыг Зээ Ф — HAVE BROKEN 


YOUR PROMISE. | AM 
THE GODDESS GANGA.THI Y 
CHILD SHALL BE CALLED САМбЕЧ/ 
S 
NS 


AF | ER ME E 


сұ Ç хе 
AL AGT 
5122 


Зай |! 


/Е 
22 


| HAD TO KILL OUR FIRST E: 


CHILDREN, tO REDEEM THEM 
FROM А CURSE-THE EIGHTH 
CHILO WAS TO HAVE BEEN MINE 
AND WE COULD HAVE “е” 
LIVED  TO-, Су 
GETHER (81% 
FOREVER. A y 


| h SHALL ТАКЕ * 
HE CHILD WITH 


N МЕ. 
9, ho 


BUT AS YOU HAVE 
BROKEN YOUR 
PROMISE s 
IWILL HAVE ТО 
LEAVE YOU NOW. 


сү X | pel 
> ШЕТІ 1! у | 
= | 1 | ІШ; 
AVD GODDESS GANGA 
DISAPPEARED - 
Э BUT SHANTANU DID NOT LET HIS 
MASS / ape 2057 BOTH PERSONAL SORROW AFFECT HIS 
A DIVINE WIFE AND A DUTIES AS A KING . HE CONTINUED 
GLORIOUS SON; RULING WISELY AND WELL- 
BECAUSE / WAS 4 » Т. 
AND WAVERED IN MY FAITH. 


५८ IS INDEED Ч | 
Rm — UNFORTUNATE ЖР 
P OUR KING IS THAT HE HAS 
TRULY THE ४5६59, NO HEIR. 
реко NOBLEST sill 
OF MEN. жы 128 


n 


THEN ONE DAY AS SHANTANU CAME ONCE AGAIN TO THE BANKS OF 
THE GANGES: HUNTING DEER — 
= aS "S Nol ы T7- 
arn — 
|) SEEMS SUBDUED 
y AND RESTRAINED. 
/ WONDER 
WHY P 


FEAT WHICH ONLY 
ONE WITH 
25% POWERS 
CAN PERFORM ! 


— n Ж.“ 


Шыны के ШИ Шы СШ — 


E 
$7. 


< 
" 

7 
vs 


THE BOY WAS GAWGEVA, HIS SON, BUT KING SHANTANU DID NOT 
RECOGNISE WIM. 


K ४2 = THIS 
GODLIKE YOUTH 


MY FATHER /5 
е XED. (ИМС 
PLAY A TRICK 


AT THAT MOMENT А THOUGHT SUDDENLY 
STRUCK SHANTANU 


52” = 
COULD HE BE 


MY SON 
GANGEYA P 


HE CALLED OUT IMPLORINGLY TO GANGA. 
ЖГП | SHOW 


YOURSELF AND THAT {8 
а” YOUTH. 5 


«ач IS GANGEVA , 
THE EIGHTH SON 
| BORE YOU. 


НЕ IS UNSURPASSED 
IN WISDOM AND 
THE USE OF WEAPONS. 
HE HAS EARNED 
THE TITLE 
DEVAVRATA . 


ТАКЕ НІМ 
НОМЕ АМО 
МАКЕ НІМ 
YOUR HEIR. 
НЕ IS А 
MIGHTY ARCHER 
AND HAS LEARNT | 
ALL THERE (S 
> L'A Ж TO KNOW 
yp ж ABOUT THE 


< NE OFA 
s ж f —-— 92 


9-5 
/ ` 
if y 
\ +) 
N 
J 


25 


| WHEN THEY REACHED HIS PALACE HE SUMMONED ALL HIS KINSMEN, THE | 
| PAURAVAS s ГО HIM. 


Bi DEVAVRATA г! ВЕД 
ЖА, THE HEIR TO MY А 


HRONE. „а А KS ү! 


ET VAVRATA SOON EARNED 
pusco wm LOVE +++ 


шын o. = 
(УМ! IN ALL BRANCHES |] 


T3 EM ОҒ KNOWLEDGE, 4 
BOTH WORLDLY | 


AND SPIRITUAL, 
HIS SKILL 15 
Хами š 


7" HIS STRENGTH “үү 


АМО ЕМЕЕСУ АКЕ 


EXTRAORDINARY Ñ 


SHANTANU WAS HAPPY TO HAVE SUCH А 
WORTHY SON AND HEIR. BUT STILL HE 
FELT LOWELY AT TIMES. 


7 АН! WHAT А 
DIVINE FRAGRANCE? 
WHERE 
IS IT 


JUST THEN HE SAW A BEAUTIFUL 
GIRL APPROACHING . 


[WHO ARE чоор JR 


f 


ГАМ 
_57 SATVAVATI, 
457 THE DAUGHT- 
WY ЕЕ OFA 

i FISHERMAN. 


7 же FRAGRANT 
227119)! PERFUME SHALL 
FILL MY LONELY 


€» - 
PASSENGERS 
ACROSS THIS 
RIVER IN 
МУ BOAT. 


WHAT ARE YOU | крен 
DOING НЕКЕ? 9 in. 


/ SHALL GO AND 
| ASK HER FATHER 


FOR HER HAND: 


Є WENT = ДЕ 547У4/47/75 FATHER . | ó ы 4 

LLLI IX TES O KING; 
< САМ МЕУЕК 

| OBTAIN A 

HUSBAND FOR HER 

EQUAL TO YOU. 

BUT --- 

| WISH- 


[ WISH TO TAKE 
YOUR DAUGHTER 
N FOR MY WIFE. 


WHAT 15 ? ТНАТ ТНЕ 5ОМ 
THAT YOU BORN UNTO MY 
WISH P DAUGHTER 


NAME ITY SHALL REIGN 
AFTER YOU. 


SHANTANU WAS DISMAYED. 


CMS oe 
( HOW CAN / 

CYS/NM ERIT MY 

DEVAVRATA P 


TEN 


WHY ARE YOU 77% ae 


HE RETURNED 70 MIS PALACE s HIS 
THOUGHTS FULL OF SATYAVAT/. 


AND YET 
MY LIFE (5 
MEANINGLESS (Е 
/ CANNOT MARRY SATYAUVAT/. 


SADP YOU НАМЕ EVERY- 
THING AKING CAN ; 


WANT- 


PROSPERITY, 


LOYAL SUBJECTS, 
AN НЕЮ... 


AN EXCELLENT 
| ARCHER AND YOU 
NWELCOME COMBATS. 


A y mo Р”. 
27: ry EA 
9 f~ M 


УЛ чон авь ны “ч, ARE MY 
/ ONLY SON. YOU АКЕ 


| SWANTANU WAS QUICK TO ANSWER. | WAS QUICK ТО ANSWER. 


E YOU ARE VQ p 
SLAIN,WHAT WILL HAPPEN १४ 


Ч THE BHARAT DYNASTY? 
(Т IS THIS THOUGHT 
| THAT WORRIES МЕ. 


(MUST FIND OUT “ 

WHAT SECRET | 

LONGING NAGS 
WY FATHER. ५ 


50 HE WENT TO AN OLD MINISTER WHO WAS DEVOTED (OHMS FATHER. 


REVERED SIR, WHY \/ HE HAS SET HIS 
DOES MY FATHER HEART ON CM 
GRIEVE SOP y THE FISHERMAN?S 
DAUGHTER. 


Ios - 


THE WHINISTER HESITATED FOR A 
SECOND -THEN — 


WELL- WHY DOESN’T HE 

MARRY HER ? THAT 
SHOULD NOT BE 
VERY 

DIFFICULT. 


HER FATHER WILL 
GIVE HIS CONSENT 
ONLY IF SHANTANU 
PROMISES THAT , 
HER SON WILL BE | 

HIS HEIR. 


COMPANIED BY A FEW ELDERLY PAURA A 
TO SATYADATIPS FATHER. ” HE ALREADY HAS AN 
> НЕК IN ЧОЦ. WHAT 


CHANCES WOULD MY 
GRANDSON HAVE 
AGAINST YOU P 


WHAT IS YOUR OBJECTION 
TO GIVING YOUR DAUGHT- 
ER TO MY FATHER? 


UPON HEARING THESE WORDS 
DEVAURATA TOOK AN OATH: 
HE WOULD BE SS |С | vow THAT CR 

CONDEMNED ТО N 7 THE SON BORN 


| A LIFE OF तात्य Ч | OF YOUR DAUGHTER 
SUBORDINATION . д ТЫ SHALL REIGN AS 


THE KING. 


Log А DEV4VRATA DID NOT INTEND TO GO 
WITHOUT WINNING 507420077 
FOR MIS FATHER . 


BUT THE FISHERMAN 
WAS NOT SATISFIED: 


| HAVE NO DOUBT “р 
THAT YOU WILL KEEP w 
YOUR WORD. BUT WHAT 2 Adm 

ABOUT THE SONS ГЭРЭ 
YOU MAY HAVE? 7 


ine => 

y 
M 2 (МӨ жї у үл. 
| 3 ы 1 қз CT 


CHIEF OF FISHERMEN, 
LHAVE GIVEN UP MY RIGHT 
TO THE THRONE. | NOW 

SETTLE THE MATTER OF 


FROM THIS DAY \ 
1 VOW TO REMAIN А 


—— 1 BACHELOR 


HEARING THESE WORDS THE GODS SHOWERED FLOWERS ON DEVAVRAIA. 


| НЕ IS 2 
⁄ = са BHEESHMA = 
Е ; <>, SA OF THE 5 
—мььеыы= TRF Бэ = 
Br. mal A š 27) | Ш | \ 
x 22 et s | WOT, N ` 
Aes LY p ta 
ж. Ч | |, „ВНЕЕЗНМА: 
Bc NAT 7 


(GE GB, 
; : e DAUGHTER 
TO YOUR 


FATHER. 


a a, इस ЭИ 
BHEESHMA WENT ТО SATYAUS77. 


4 = 
ie, MOTHER, 
|| ASCEND THIS 

CHARIOT AND LET 


AT HASTINAPUR BHEESHMA TOLD 
SHANTANU EVERYTHING ° 


SON, FOR THIS | GRANT 
«OU A BOON. YOU WILL 
DIE ONLY WHEN YOU 

©, WISH ТО. 


** os Tes 


SHANTANU MARRIED SATYAUAT/ AND HAD TWO SONS. THE ELDER WAS KILLED 
IN BATTLE. WHEN SHANTANU DIED, BHEESHMIA SET THE YOUNGER SON, 


ИЙ APPROACHED SATYAVATI 
THE KING OF KASHI (5 HOLDING 
A SWAYAMVARA FOR HIS C MY GRATITUDE - 
\ THREE DAUGHTERS. WIN THEM 
А VICHITRAVIRYA HAS COME » FOR HIM. 
y i OF AGE. | WOULD LIKE < 


GO, BHEESHMA, 
WITH MY BLESSINGS 


чу, WIN THEM 


BHEESHMA WENT IN A SINGLE CHARIOT TO KASH! AND WON THE 
PRINCESSES DEFEATING ALL THE RIVAL KINGS WHO OPPOSED Him- 


HE BROUGHT THE PRINCESSES AMBA, AMBIKA AND 
AMBALIKA TO SATYAVAT . 


LUCK WAS 
WITH чоо, 
MY SON. 


(र (2 (२९९५९५) 


\ ) 


мм 
< 7 an fa 
эө 

( J 

WHEN) THE WEDDING WAS ABOUT ТО TAKE FLACEs 
АРБА TURNED TO BHEESHMNA . | 
A _ ac 
£ 257 HEART | HAD 
LREADY CHOSEN 
ANOTHER. HE TOO 
| HAD ACCEPTED МЕ. /; 
( KNOWING THIS | 
їл ОО WHAT 16 


5 > — 
— unn 
41744 

N 


| BHEESHMA К REFLECTED UPON WHAT SHOULD BE 
DONE s THEN DECIDED. 


ES 
= emi oc es TO 
DO AS YOU 


OW. = TZ c 


DICHITRAVIRYA WAS MARRIED TO AMBIKA AND AINBALIKA . 
"ON. ы २ | a “2 11772 я Л, » М ) Ke W х { £ > 


5 з (Ç : Y 


шы 


ж 


AMBA WENT BACK TO HER 
CHOSEN LORD 5 BUT — 


=. PS < = IS THE 
WISH TO MARRY YOU ета CAUSE ОҒ ALL 
AS YOU WERE CARRIED pee MY SUFFERING. 


I WILL 
DESTROY НІМ. y 


SHE WENT TO PARASHURAMA s THE SAGE WHO HATED 
KSHATRIVAS ФУ/О TOLO UIM HER TALE 
ығы Z. 


47-25) € ANY | BESEECH (००, 


Ч. ie 2 ЖАМ {0 VENERABLE 00६. 

"ор СУ AT SLAY BHEESHMA | 

(fà қ Ley Y 3) 7 LAND AVENGE МЕ. АЁ 
Ж 6! as 


FARASHURAMA ACCOMPAMED BY AMBA AND OTHER ASCETICS WENT 
TO HASTINAPURA AND BHEESHNIA CAME TO PAY HIM HIS RESPECTS 


ह ५ a guna q: ay АТ 


— .. =] = 


WHAT CAN ( DO 
5 AG FOR YOU, O 
Se VENERABLE . ДА | BESIDES SHE 
SAGE? | | WANTED TO 


ча SHMA AND FARASHURAMA MET EACH OTHER IN SINGLE -COMBAT 
ANO z FOR TWENTY-THREE DAYS. 


|! no жеени ы ror Rar it | ің < 75 LT. mi | ЦЭГ" 
Wt АА 1 e 

BHEESHMA EMERGED THE VICTOR AIS = == 

= š Vb т- cm сы 
ень WENT ТО AMBA. | AMBA PERFORMED SEVERE 


PENANCES FOR TWELVE YEARS TO 
WIN THE GRACE OF LORD SHIVA. 


(TRIED MY BEST BUT ! ь 
FAILED. | ADVISE YOU TO 
FORGET YOUR HUMILIATION | 


AND SEEK BHEESHMA’S 
PROTECTION. 4 


LORD Cee ही AT LAST, APPEARED BEFORE HER. 


iN Wir war soov vo vou] 
БЕТ) || Jl SEEK or ve? 


TO SLAY BHEESH 
HE HAS DEPRIVED ME M 
ОЕ MY RIGHTS AS A Ji 


WOMAN LN 


v. 
Y BUT LAM А MERE WOMAN. 
HOW SHALL | SLAY НІМ WHO 
САМАР, THE MIGHTY PARASHU— 


| YOU WILL BE 
REBORN AS SHIKHANDI 
THE SON OF 
DRUPADA . 


ЪБ ————————— ÁÀOo 
AMBA MADE A FUNERAL PYRE,CT (7 AUD JUMPED (NTO 175 FLAMES. | 


ү / 
^ ( CANWOT WAT то C 
DESTROY THIS BODY SO ३ ४ 
THAT (г MIGHT ENTER THE 
(Ч 18 WEW BODY THAT SHALL 74 2 
Їл 0, W- HAY BHEESHMA. J 


да? D v 


HER SISTERS (N THE MEANWHILE HAD HAD A SON EACH- DHRITA - 
RASHTRA AND PANDU WHOSE SONS WERE THE HUNDRED KAURAVAS 
AND FIVE FANDAUVAS RESPECTIVELY. 
ТШ Е " [Ex 4 


: SIR ; 
>, . у 


«€ HAD DONE THAT OF THEIR PARENTS 


7 ут. n № 
THE CHILDHOOD EQV/TvY 


ВНЕЕМА AND THE CONTINUED (NTO THEIR ADULT СЕЕ. 
MENS ELDERS IF THE PANDAVAS | жаты 
BULLIES US! IM таке HIS SIDE! | | WANT THEIR SHARE | Гаме Trew 


OF THE KINGDOM, % à WHAT 15 


wa TH El (< THEIRS 
Aun c! € n AND AVOID 


847 THE KAURAVAS AD NOT HEEOHM 


— s 
BHEESHMA SUPERVISED THE UPBRINGING OF THESE COUSINS AS 


| 


E WAR BROKE OUT BETWEEN THE KAUKAVAS AND THE PANDAUAS — 
THE GREAT (8-DAY WAR OF THE MAHABHARATA. ON THE FIRST DAY OF 
THE BATTLE THE ELDEST FANDAVA CAME TO BHEESHMA. 


» МА oP 2 v 
/ VENERABLE GRANDSIRE , Ñ ї Kote T 


WE SEEK YOUR 
Se AND YOUR (А, РУ 

PERMISSION ТО “भै; ) Ам ४ 
| BEGIN THE BATTLE. Ч 1 


BHEESHMA LOVED BOTH, THE PANDAVAS AND THE 9244295, BUT HE 
WAS DUTY-BOUND TO FIGHT OW THE SIDE OF THE KAURAVAS THEY 


ҒАРЫ 
k 
| К/А W 
а” 1 ( 
" , 
” B 
5 
x | 
d 


FOR NINE DAYS BHEESHMIA AND THE KAURAV ves FOUGHT 
| RELENTLESSLY AGAINST THE PAVDAVA wes. DRUPADA’S SON 
LSE Z LCV Kuka s , 1 WAS AN ALLY OF THE PANDAVAS. १ 


ON THE TENTH DAY OF THE BATTLE, ARJUNA, THE PANDAVA, = MELDING 
MIMSELF BEHIND SUIKHANDOIN „ ATTACKED BHEESHMA.- 


N Пе 
ИКАО? WAS j ТҮ 


ONCE A СКИ. 
( CANNOT ATTACK 


FORTUNATE 

` THAT / HEARD THE 
STORY OF 

SH KH DI LAST 

Ne. 


= 


THEN HE FELT THE ARROWS THAT HAD 

PIERCED HIM DEEPEST. 
№ | THE 223 ARROWS ñ š; 
ZEA 


BUT Nor AT THE | 
MANIPS OF 
— op ie 


/ THE TIME DRAWS Y, 
т WEAR. ( WISH TO OIE у 


ARE ARJUNA?S! 
1 АМ READY. 


` 
011 


` 


BOTH ARMIES s ЕЕ eee FIGHTING AND CROWDED AROUND 
THEIR BELOVED GRAWDSIRE - 
= = ब्जा 
| NEED A SUPPORT 
FOR MY HEAD. 


W- 7 Vw 

(2 ४9 Уб FiNE! A PILLOW 

и 6 1 BEFITTING A WARRIOR. 
SZ Now 1 AM THIRSTY. 


THE BATTLE WAS RESUMED 


> wv SOUL WILL 


DEPART ONLY AT Ж, 
СТ” AUSPICIOUS MOMENT | HAVE 
ioe ЭРЭГ” FOR IT. | WILL LIE 
í —N % HERE AND WAIT 


-- 


шиг ээн THE PANDAVAS WON THE WAR. YUDHISHTHIRA, THE ELDEST OF THEM,CAME TO 
BHEESHMA FOR HIS BLESS AND HIS ADVICE ON THE DUTIES OF A KING 
AS BHEESHIMA FINISHED TALKING (7 WAS THE AUSPICIOUS MOMENT HE HAD 
CHOSEN FOR MIS DEAT AND HIS SOUL PASSED AWAY 
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In ancient days, when the king was second only to god in power and authority, a young prince, Devavrata, 
declined a grand kingdom. He reinforced his refusal of the throne by a vow of celibacy so that no offspring 
of his could come forth to claim it either. He took this difficult decision to please his father Shantanu, and 
was thereafter hailed by the gods as “Bheeshma” “of the terrible oath”. 


It is ironical that Bheeshma, who declined to be a king, wielded royal power longer than any other king of 
that dynasty. He was the regent for his stepbrothers and for his nephews. Yet, all this was not of his 
choosing - he had to rule despite his renunciation until Duryodhana came of age. 


It was perhaps because he had guarded Dhritarashtra’s throne all his life that he sided with Duryodhana 


against the Pandava princes in the great Mahabharata war and remained loyal to his king. Bheeshma 
commanded the Kaurava army, and as a soldier and a leader, he was invincible, 
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